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fEhitrrtul

Wbmen empowemlent, in short means enhancing the capacity ofwonr*n and girls

' - that they e anplay asigniiicant role in the society. After being suppressed in a patriarchal
' r:ld for so long, womenjust need to mise &eir voices against oppression, female foeticide,
-':es, dowtY, and gender equaiity. Empowerment in its iiteral content means to give power.
' 1en we usethe term women empouerment, it means to create means and provide charurels
:: ugh ufuch rvomen can practice equal rights as men. Mainly because women are human-s

I '' ils thek male countetpart, no less no more, they deserve to enjoy the same rights, the
- ---: burdens as men. The very idea that wornen need empowerment more than rnen is

":d on the pereeption that women have less power than men and have always been
: I I r--ie d' Ifwe study laws#rg customs around the world and through out time. we will find
- - ':' of evidence for this proposition. ln the west, there is a perception that women have

: :11311\' $3il1s over the last few decades, while in rnany other parts ofthe world, including

t

,rr-{ssam, women can't do anything without the consent ofmen. In some Islamic
\\'omen arerot allowed to move out oftheirhomes exceptrurder escortofmen.

:.ot allowed to ownproperty. They can not make any significant decisions about
lir-el at least as far as the law is concemed. In some parts oflndi4 girl babies are still

boys are prefened. Empowerment means addressing t}ese inequalities and
;incrt oniy legal butaccepted in societythatwomenandmencandothe samethings

lerel of approval. It is not enough to make women equal in the eyes ofthe law
:: be accepted by a significant portion of society, or else the problems will not
3; rhe nature ofempowerment is suchthat onlythosewftcseekpowercan
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smpowerthemselves. Powercanneverbe givento anyone, itcanonlybe earned' Wecan

girre power to someone, but if she has done nothing to eam it, it is not real" Men can be dlies

in wornen's empowerment, but men can not give power to women' Women must organize

fortheirownpower.Andmostimportantly,womedsempowermentstartswithhowwomen

treat other women. To tuly understandwhat women empowerment is, thereneeas 
lo 

U; a

sea-change inthe mind-setofthepeople as awhole. v/e allhavetowakeupto aworldthat

is moving towards equality and equity. And it is better that &is s embraced earlier rather

than later. for our o\\n go(lJ,

The pr-ib,licatttrn oi 'P';s''-': 
"'' '-' -' : *-i 

::":- -:'-''

connection u'tth i Snou-i i'i::r :ssi-es. 1* a :\;e'-- :nri JJS I <<*e 
"il-' 

ll- -'>" c''rlSCi'rli:ileSS

among its readers.
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, 
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Dr. Kaashik Kn Deka
Head. Depr. *fHngiish

M.N.C. Balika Mahavid.vala3,4 X*inari

it is less significant whether Padmavati Devi phukononi, the atthor of swdhsruner
';):lt"an is the firstAssamese novelist, but being a female the epoch that she had made inI : -1 through this novel is unquestionably praisew,orthy. published in I gg4, sudharmar
' )'tn'an is the firstAssamese fictional narrative inprose that bears the starnp ofJaz trilmr-' : translation ofJohn Bannyan's Pilgrimb Progye.ss, serialized in orunodoi from it,s

lr appearan ce sudharmar upafuryanis in very simple narrative. Two newly married- -:'rs Sa-vaban-sudharmaandMadhabchandra-Leeiabatihadstartedarivervoyage
' -:"'::'-hanarydeeds'A{tertakingafewdaysjourneyadreadfulstormhadbrokendown

- ; - I - 't and all the four members had to face the worst. Sudharma and Leelabati were. - ' : I' 3n old boat man uoo nua giren shelter at his own house. They failed to get any .- - : - : ;bout their husbands. Meanwhile a rich man of that village came forward to ;
#_ : '- 

t 
_ _ 

o* nrlmisrng 
]rer 

to marry. Sudharma and Leelabati finding no way to saverEH-- - -; - - ="-aped one night and entered into a deep forest. However, inside the forestur- ' :r: - , -,. until theyhad taken sherter in a Siva temple. There they met one ladyfi'{* : - ' 
^ 

n :-- r:-r,; ,,r'ho had been physicalry tortured and betrayed by her husband named'' "r'--- -i- ..'' *-l enddre authorhad shownaverypositive beginning whereall thethree'5*-*: ::'-:-'' *eirhusbandsandspendtherestoftheirliveswithpeaceandprosperity.

w'' -': r:ritasasimplestorywithouthavinganydepth.,Duy.ojenmathon



hhagy-ar hatar putuia. Aer:lcke naribarlar h;rkc i:crreko j thl.. a drh;r.' ("1 ires* lemalcs are mere

rrrppets-*nder the hancls cf'destin1. Ho,,r'the r cr,n st:it,i for lemrnism).r But this kind

siatement is irot acceptable' Sudhaima' Lecl;i':l'ri :no \1ant"'rama are the representetir e

rccrusofmodemwomenr\,hobelieve on their Lr\\lr 3]-'.iillce ancl stand inlo theirownposition.

aecepting their male paJtner at the erd L'l :i. s: :'

trtis'interestingtonoticeth:r':;: :..:.:--r--.-:tlt-'n olsudhcu'tttarlJpakhyonall

AsSameSewritingsrvere jnthelor::l l'i;ir::-.:,:.,: ''' --'.r-t Biiranli Hilrvevertheentryof

the miSSiOnarieS haCl made a i:sll-'-'I-*,- ,-: -.-,-:.:; :-- r-:S:ll-:L'>e S..-'ciciv and deVelOpe'j

Assameselalguageanci irtenr*t: ;-.::.--.-:'.. :. i i,-,:";'".-.' l'..':-i1 1,ll;in1884became

possibie foranumbel 6i1;5.r;15 j:.: -:- :1.-i!-,-,=-=;s '"..::- - :.; - - :-,.::-. llle nor e1 conlains

severai intere,.ting leatr:: Li:. --.. -'1i-r llaix-< tan i:e ;l:s:-+s-::l=t; ''' '-:ll The tiuthor

padmavati Der i Phukmrtlri .,i.r.. b,.,ir in ihe t-amil) oi,{nadaram Dlie}''ri ai Pnu-::: ' I Sl9-

1g59)oneofrhebrighrestrhlnkersasnellaswritersofAssam. Shereceivednolormal

education. \\hat she has jeamed. leamed from her parents. After her marriage she had liule

time lbr.,r idening her writings as she was conJined tc the domestic space. It is surprising to

notice that she had given bi rth as many as 1 8 children of whom only three survived beyond

chilclhood. Still she never macie an-v olrjection to life. Her biographers have referred her as

an ideal wif'e and mother who never aspireil to be am'thing else other than what Virginia

Wb,-rtt'calls'the angel of the house'.:

padrnati Devi Phukanoni was very sensitive about the rights of u omen. On 1'eir"iale

education she says:

"We mu,tt con,stcler carefully the metutirtg tt-'f the word 'education'' To send a

gir! to -tt-haol with a Bengeli printer in htrntl [o learn the alphabets ""then to start

rectding haoks !ike Ruk-tnini Har*n, Subhcttlrit lJitrcm. Birh,a<untlrtr attd Kamini Kurnsr

doel; t:r,i megn edtrcation. Dear reaclerforgit'e nte lor',t'riring iitis T'here is no doulst

that i/ y.-au gon give .,,,:tt iltt.ttghfers. sl"s/Ers cutti ttit-es qooLi rclit:ious and moral

t,titsccttion, tltel, wOul'! ',: ', ' 11'1.{r;t pioz;,t and gotttl \t ()file71. Bttt -" Jtert: tvould ytstt have

1. Sarm4 G.P. Naribad aru.Asomiyi, ()panyas.

2. Woolf, 1966. "Professions for Women", Coll'
Asom Parakashan Farishad:Ghy" Dec.2

ected Essa,vs (London: Hogarth Press'i

-
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.. ..,,, .,1 1.177.1: .slte i.t tt{ei;efi. li,,hnt :she t:un /eurn in the'i'".,'' 'jiri' it)f ) the hu,sbantl d.oes not hcve the mean., t{)
, , , . /, c .rr /li ! L. )t,ot.ks so thnt the wijb mcy stutl;,,",,i

. .: r,-t:_ :ni-r cuilln.ient rf hen I
j. _L,rrc x hat \ irgini, wb"rrJdT;;ff:ffiXi#,j[.,H,ffi:J

^'..' - :ia* . It i s quite r.isibre when nobody had made a:ry cri ticisrn against the- rr .-:rille titled_ ,Tirotar 
Ban Ki, in M

- .. -1 t-: rr ..t.-... 'r,-. 
,l .,," 

\\ rlies: One can teierate ,",r#;rTi,ff:tr::';;::'::_::;::
. , .; t;-i€ be\t tlcn, lo cul.e them U this is b-v getting them to weav€. Wh.ile''' '" :'iring she trottkr be compeiled to sit stiilfor rong hours.... A virtuous:' ' Li boor capabre o.f bedring burdens sirentry whire men is rhe boatman

'' "''i'i gttiding her . -. If w*omen aspire reave their own work ancr aspire to do' 
'''t.k like doirg BA or w we shourrJ be tfraid of such mare woman. . .,,4pa'fmavati Devi phukanoni 

was Iivingand miting duringthisperiod whenthe sodnale *riters like Hotiram Bora and othe$"tied to dominate mi r"*ut".. But pa&navatii ftnranoni was conscio,s enough to *d".r*d ;;';;, 
"i*r*r. she knew that

"*,_ilffi ;1il:TJ"onwhichi,,o,.o*ic.;;;;_#;:;";,*#,:
@an: 

mes out in the briefpreface that she has added in sudharmar

'Though I am going athead with the resorve to pubrish this tittre b.ook, tr am not4 v"at readers will eryioy reading tt. Even then I am being bard enough to pubrish

:; 
n'0" that the readers wrrt over rook irs defects bl"orru it is written by a

a

' -: \errrta : Stree Shikshc t,_455
ra Earry Asomiya Noryrs, New Genre, Tr_aditionar Mindset and changing
;r* 'n 

Eartv Novers in India (Ed. Mi;;k;ri'rrtutt r4"e) sahirvaAcademi : New

PLRSUITET
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r'*eri:fbr.": r'r.,rilii be an !*r'-r"lrc 
:::rr'l\1"'tlcr 

l"'l*tl-t" 
- ,..';;.;*rl::'"HT,:,ffi

*riterhavingncmedlq:i'her''r"dilnlisiir5j::!rr'l'ls''-11c-':-L''':r'::-'

.itilleilrDorarvwot:llen' iiutinrr''jlinP 't111i111111"1it) ' ,11,: .-: 
sile rves i'orcerit*rr:thini<

;incitorerruritemanvaspeci:s'T"',ileg1li1tg1r1-'t-lrr 
rlll--d';l'li;'l:.:];.,T;I;;ffi:TrH:

*iraracters iike hAonoran:asire f iQ\{S l(r'r\ iio' jr3 ;:' 'l'\ (rietl i

knowingthatherhusbancjis:or,,tl,,.el..]j.'..:i1.i..ci]eins.ic(}nsclous-iemaieshea}se;

shows how the Assiunese i'en-l;re "\ 'is'1 
if eo ::'' 'I :i::3':ii -- :tttsna;lcls even after their

disappearance' Ponravlng charEcr:rS :i:'3 t -tt-'- 
- -':-.,:-::]l]::::::il*"#f;:

cf'course sizurd against:'rrrle;r':-'"::- ':-' -:"* : - i- ':" lt ^ 

---, 
-', -:,,;:,, ;;"

evenwithouttherr nusban.js uu J.jj] J']]'.I,..,1 ::...:: .:....::-.:.i ..': :.::.-: 
i.]]l:0ITo*'. i}ttrerwtse

theycoui,char.esurrendereji:.:li.i\--i,.'.,j]eIir.n3.,ii3iel.rli.i.j.\til.lrhrrsban<i.
Monoraraa kneg ahtrut rhe real n;rrre '-ri 

he r husb'an'J' But despite oi all' she \\ L'r5nlpped

trimiikeagodandpatlentlrlearsmentalandphysicaiviolenceuntilherhusbandietther

insid.eat-orest,AtrheendoftireStc}ryShecoulclacceptherhusbandbecausesheknew.that

it is the onll, wa1,. to save her hr:sband and to live ahappy life- This is of course an excelient

example of modern feminism" where women aiso accept the presents of men in the society'

*Primary Source: PadmavxiDevi Phukanoni : sudharmarupak,yan(1884) 
Reprint' Ghli
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i-iterature of South Asia : A study of Communal
\-iolence and the Status of women And Children In

tsapsi Sitlhrva's "Icc-Candy Man"

SukanyaGoswami

. -:r,'duction-

The violence that racked the pre-partitioned tndia of the 1 940s was one of the most

: - -S of the many cornmunal disturbances that have occurred u'ith gteater frequency in

isia. Labelled as "Communal" because the violence involved communities identified

-tnus differences, the riots uere in fact orchestrated events dopended onthe outright

oftwo different communities or sometimes even within the same cornmunitv'

_ iYing brutal acts suchas shootings, rapes, stabbings andbeatings.

. _ : : S jrhwa was one among the prominent Pakistani Anglophone novelists. She belongs

-, 
. pakistan and the United States simultaneously and likes herself to be called as a

- P.rkistani-Parsee woman. Her third novel "Ice-Candy-Man" (1988)examines the

1,rgic ofPartitionas a:r offshoot of fi,mdamentalism sparked by hardening communal

.-::d she takes it to be her responsibilit-v to speak fbr the marginalized Pakistani and

: :,mmunity who had to live through the traumatic experiences of 1 947 in India,

:r peopleinthetwentv- trst century. Sidwa wrote the novel out ofher personal

-. -, Parsee chiid who" like Lenny (the protagonist ofthe novcl), witnessed the

irto two clifferent States: India and Pakistan and flushed them out to create

odfiction.

- i the paper-

.r., - \4an" is a novei set in the ccntext of the Partition of India iil 1947,

,- :.. a city o Punjab that sufferedmanyriots andviolence among Muslims,

I

S-':-. and finally became part of Pakistan. Precious lives and properties were

*.t*l " "t - -'' *o ' t-.-,. 'o- '. .' Iil



lost as the carnage engulfed the sub-continent be','ond religior"rs border Thousands

had to leave their home to save their lives. Children and wornen had t* undergo

sufflering due to such dreadful scenario. The seouence oir,,ioience iasted many ]ears
global ,is11p ngainst the holocausts and peopie rritnessed a virtuai collapse ofhuman
and sociai ethics. SouthAsian Fiction. in particular. continuously refers to this major
and poiiticai events and questions rne relevance ,ritt'o-nation theory. And when it
certain writers like Bapsi Sidhri a. she assi"ns to herself the fr;ncticn of'bringing out
miasma ofhorrific brutalin'created b1 ccrnmulal r ioience in a societv divided by
borders and how it comes to affect the lives ofrnromm ad children through the

itisthrouehthcle:srec:ii-,--:::-:.:--,;-.,-.::-'-r,:-::r.c,r.--i--i;i.Lenn,lL
presents the homfic scena-.irr oic:ack;ns ,l,..r -n:o t,\ o rliiiurrs -\s l';.et,ironed earlier

story takes place in Lahore. it rer oives aroufld people trom diverse re ligrous

Muslim. Hindu Sikh- and the Parsee: living in complete harmonytill the rumours ofthe
Continent s imminent division tear them asunder. At the first glimpse ofthe novel, we
that Lennv's HinduA,vah. Shanta s admirmirers. Lenny's parents and relatives, their
ele arc the people in whose company Lenny is living ahappy life. The circle in which
iives is a cosy and comfortable one, totally oblivious of outer circle that contains
upheaval and miasmaofviolence. She is enjoying day{o-dayhappenings around her in
inner circle until and unless *re miasma of brutaiity reaches her worid. Slogans like
Jindabad' are soon found to be heard. Through Lennv's native questions. Sidwa interro

the idea of separating the sub-continent- "There is much disturbing taik. tndia is going to

broken. Can one break a country? And wirat happens if they break it where our house

Or crack it fuither up on Warris Road? How rvili I ever get to Godmother's then?"

Candy-Man 92). With her limited knowledge of politics. even a eight-_vears old child,
can voice her separation anxiety through her personal cognition ofgeography; in her
the integrity of her house and her ciose relationship wirh her Godmother are

imminently.

While peopie are planning to shift at safer piaces, communai iots take place,
Punjab province is seen buming in the commereial hatred anci ',,iolence. Arrival ofthe
fiom Gurdaspur is the turning ooint in the lives of many peopie. ice-Canciy Man repots
iris fiiends that a rrain from Gurciasnur has arrive<i in Lahore fil1e<i wirh murdered
He shouts "Everlrone is tiead. Butchered. They all are Muslims. Ther* are no young

I
E

II
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-i--- - iJ the dead. Oniy tw'o gunny bags full of women's breasts." (Ice-Candy-Man 159).
--:: :Ct ot violence against Mu*slim women spurs him to inflict violence on Hindu and Sikh

-,' :n. He says, "I want to kill son.reone for each ofthe breasts they cut off the Musiim
- ::. ' ,.lce*Candy-Man 161). The transfonnation of a tiln-loving man into an ogre due

- :-rlll,nal fren4r is a stark reminder ofthe brutaliry* ofthe time. Such degradation is best

: : rlified when Ice-Candy Man says: "l lose my senses when I think of the mutiiated
:0 ,-,:sonthattrainfromGurdaspur.....thatnightlwentmad......Ilobbedgrenadesthrough

--.. 
.,-.-rndows of Hindus and Sikhs I'd know all my life! I hated their guts." (Ice-Candy-Man

-:

The vinlent act is a deliberate action ofthe community goup to threaten the other
: rmpose theirpower. The depiction oftwo gurury sacks frrll ofrvomen's breasts implicates

-, :: srmbolism for amputation ofbreasts at once desexualize a women and negates her as
' :: :nd mother. Women have always been the suppressed community in the male-domjnated

- .:r. who need to experience worst possibie consequences oftornrre, death decay and
" ,:.3ssness, especially during communal wars, tbr their status as's*sond-c1ass'citizens.

- ; :ri the ones who suffered lot more than men because during the mayhem ofwars,
-.' : - :tnders have used to construct a symbolic battlefield over the conquered female
.,.-,::'

\ Iost forms of,violence that wornen suffer during conflict are gender specific in
- 

- 
- 

- 
- - ::,i it includes verbai obscenities, undressing a victim or forcing her to undress,

- . : - :i ). '.nrough the use ofp$sicai force, stiking sexual organs and the like. The abduction
- 

' illnduASrah by a Muslim mob and her repeated rapes foe severai months throws
- - - -"e:lual violence against women during the communal riots of, 1947. Ayah is

'- : - -: .re mistress oflce-Candy Man who makes her a dancing girl and even foreed
- . . *: ':r religion. Even herg>st-abduction story is honible. Doubtlessiy, she has

:: -!:* :-.-:- -::ih severaltimes.AndfinallywhensheisrescuedbyGodmothu, stredeclares
': "- - '.'; TheAyah'sstclryisparadigmaticlikethousandsofwomenv,,howereraped

r*J--, --,:-:::,;::communaiwarardisenguifedwilhttrephysicaiandpqychologicaiaggression
t-.' _-::-i1\omenbytheirmale-counterpart.

: : - riiu-ilt becotnes even most worst when chiidren falls victim to communal

r: - - -: ss oiparenis. relatir,es- neighbours. anci friends lear.e in their r,rind

I

r:-.r-nY ,!:_: r,l



permanentscars,andfinailyleadingtr.rpychoiogeaiinsec.,mbr f,,'nenauirildplqringpeaeefrrliy
with his tiiends in the scnooi or elsewhere, Lrnaware olany kind of religious barrier has to
i:ear suddenlythe blow of separation. defuritelv that qi1l be the most rlifilcult fordre cirild to
cope with that situation and in addition. he *ill grou up uith a distorte,l view ofrelationships
withcommunities. This impactcan oe described u-aphicallJ-a-r'traumahaunts ofchilelren.,
The thought that Hindus care for Hindu- a:io \Iu-.lims care onlJ,-forl\4usiims, starts 3,ieiding
its poisonous seeds on the chiidren unkilou:nelr. The same riring'-. 

":r 
, .Jffered by I.enny

throughoutthenovel. She seems to be themo* heiphss irLil unprotectedpart ofthe society
rluring the communal riots. She ha-s to uirne ss a he:n,toll ,,,f imt:cent lives of children.
Towards the latter part oitire nor e1. u'e llnd ihat :he c:;l-rn_.trating S ikh rnob pokes a child
and hangs the bodv on a spear and 'ri-ar.eci Like a tiag ls :he c:-relesr dee,j ever that depicts
dehumanizingblindrage experience,Jon anll.rrxentchrl,Jasttreoucome ofp>eudocommunal
pri<ie. The narration is tbllou ed br b,.--dii1 mutrlation of the emaciateii Banr a *tro is knocked
cior'rrl t'en' badlr. \\tLile he is screaming il pain- the Musiim mob violently tie his less to a
.jeep and there is the roar of a hundred threatq: 'Atlah-O-Akbar' and beneath it the growl of
'rel'ving motors'. After running home, Lenny tears her doll apart b;r pulling the legs of her
doil and examines the spilled insides. The shock she receives thr,;ugh the brutaliry she

"vitnessed 
is beyond her comprehension and has a far reaching affect on her. Lenny at such

a tender age, when she should have played with toys, becomes aware ofreligious difference.
She looks tensed and much r.vorried, when she exclaims: "It is sudden. One da5,'everybody
is themselves- and the nextday are Hindu, Musiim. Sikir, Christian.', (Ice-Cand,v-Man 93).
Not only that, Lennfs feeling ofinsecurity becomes clear when she acivises herAyah. not to
marry Massew, Ayah's Muslim suifor. It indicates not oniy a mature gaze-point of a child but
also reveals that even the mind of child gets so deeply affected with the riots and heinous
orimes caused bythe racial disunity.

The tragic story ofRanna and his famity sheds another light on the merciless blind
avenging ofa community over the other, who even does not spare the lifb ofa ehild. 1\Ihen
Lenny saw Ranna for the first time, he was a sprightiy huppy bo-r,, taken care of by the
parents and the womenfolk of,his communiff. But when Lennv sees iiim for the second t[ne,
she can hardli, recognize him. Lenny narrates him in the foliowing words: "So
tiin. . . His limbs are biack and brittle, the circular protrusion ofhis wind pipe andribs so
skeletai that I can see the passage of air in his throat and lungs.,' (Ice-candy-Man 1 96)
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-;.,-.inr.l,ci.l-lla-ss(:r-irthattockpiaceprovesr*bethediiinb,-foundiiig
. -. -:: Thc -ikitr.iiiagcrsiaijiofrghthackthratteckan,jtcd*{,theinselves

. '-'. .,ir.ressrhehcrfrbieblcocished,decapitationofthemalemen:berscfhis

-.- -,:irioLoflissisrersandothelwomerr,;i.l.i''eomraunity"ll',enR-anilahi:ltt:
, -. i..t iilri stark irakeci" (another sextul againstrvonien). Ra:lru's:;tory endorses

- -..,,:,uriis causeci intheturmoilto the innocentminds and bodies as w*ll- Ranna's

- . . ,rd rnalrilitl.to protect hirnself make iiim w'ander like an orph:n. Ni:t udy that,

- -',.1rr5ebumingcr{vriiAmritsatR;urnasees"anakedwoman,he;lightKash"riri
..,f irii:nr6plespli;lche-tanilcuts,iiangingheaddownfrornaceilinglr;:t'-"Healso

' - , :. s;riitched llom their nrothers, srnashed against walls and their l:i,rw.iil:r5; *iotfiers

',-:;,1 :.lld k'jlled". (Ice-i-.atdv-lr{ixr 20i }.

Bapsi Sidhwa has very skillfully brought out unpreeedented spate of communal

:ce owingtotheprocessofdividingthe Indiansub-continent onsectarianlines inits

I cmelty and its impact on children and women. Violence directed against women is

,^nsidered an attackagainstthevalues or'honour" ofasoeietyandtherefore it seems

a particularly potent tool of war. Because in patriarchal society, women are seen as

rs ofhonour and culture, they are considered as qymbols of social and religious identities,

e lir.es are higlrtry conditioned by the pressure that they must preserve thcse ideals. In

i cf,rval, we find women subjected to crimes including rape, gang rape, abduction,

,i nnutilation and the like. Once termed 'a fate worse thandeath', the future of a raped

=. is one of isolation and stigma even amongst her own communlty and sympathizers.

-ll mally violated woman is more psychologically, @ysically and sexually assaulted

rr,rnrally abused woman. Same is the case with children. They become the means by

heoch side could take revenge on the other. Children are too innocent to know about

Cces or religious differences, and hence they fatl easy prey to the violence of war.

:.idimlosttheklives,kinoridentitiesandthosewho surviveshastobeartheireparable

.o{ fte tra.rmatic experience for the rest oftheir lives. Sidhwa's porfayal of the sad fate

* ai,lst I-ahore's commrmal frenzy, the stories ofrape victims, amputation ofwomen's

e.triid being hanged and waved like flag, genocide in "Ice-Candy-Man" me the clear

rrf *:mmunal violence against women and children in the pre-paritioned India ofthe

L i- i en another matter that Sidhwa does not allow her female characters to remain

I

I
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passive and accept simply what their fate has to offer. ',.r,hile going through the hurts ,f thetime' Though these women are those who ha,e confronted u io, of,.ur*a and sufferings,but sidhwa shows that those brutal realities could never overshadowthe resilience oftheirspirits; though they are not entirely empon-erec Llier. are not entirely victimized also.
violence against \^"omen and chldre: - s ,-',re olthe mo-st 5ysfery1atic and prevalenthunranrights abuses in the r'r'orld ard Bansr Si:i:,,i : 1s caref.ri to draware alizationoftheirriglrts as inhabitants ofa conrmon ea,th F",,.- ,,. :i,=J.r-;rces lor,ictims ofviolence duringconflict are grave and ma1' af]'ect Ihe e n:rr: - --: :: --.-.r:. :,..r the rest of their rives and at itshest. "lce-Candr.-\la,r' crempli:ir: ..^-.
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Feminizatian and Feminist use of
Language in Indian Literatures

l*izs Surpkriti
tr)c;x. ofEnglish

r emrrusm broadly aims atrefuti
--, 

- :-s io woman rt aims ut u.ing,,,g toTI fr :txlflffi:TffilffiT:*;ffiJ
: - -:--*-i rlde ofexperience' Feminism in Indian Englistr fiterature is bi-product ofthe westem' !: movement but it got recognition liom ou. fr"edom struggie under the dynamic- - - :-.D oftr'{ahatma Gandhi, spread ofeducation, emproyment opportunities and law,s- ,:jl's rights. The struggle for women,s rights 

"a, 
be t aced back to the eighteenth- :'- --- ' ren the Enlightenment emphasis on equality foregrounded the depraved status of' - : r'' :i *as in the_twentieth centurythat the issu.s *"r-";I;;" genderpositions came to'' " - : :i:'rh the public sphere andthediscorrses ofcriticar theory.

lte subversive imagination oftl--:-::tiringsinthelanasorma.*;:rI":T:;ffi1'.::*:::"T:r[r]#;i]
- *' :--ffierlt and thwarting ofherneeds,,, the oppressive,prejudiced and egoisticar* * : - - - = 

rent has constantly created problems for the woman writer : problems ofcontactiN ' j' 
' -':- problems of ranguage and stfe, problems of energy and survivar. Therlr;r-l'-: -' * rlwoman writer's work, remains aperennial concern for the feminists in a;*li:J: : -._..tedbymale.

: : - rlmon consent, Toru Dutt and Sarojini Naidu are the two distinguished*-.--' - - - ::'-'dem India who have qiritten in English. rrey toot to an alien medium forli" : -: ' :'i their essentiaily native genius, and contributed substantiallytowards thes - '-' '-- : intellecftral horizon by carrying to the west the hear.y wisdom of the East.- ''- i-:".ltjesdemonstrateatotneworldthatthethenprevalentvictorianbelief-
1r,. ' "-- ' -: -::rrtle,_w.asmtscalculated,

a

il
--JgLfJE



Among the Indian poets in the nineteenth century, Toru Dutt was one, who gained

recognition as a poet inspite ofher very short literary mreer. Her poetry struck a new note

in the writing of English poetry by Indians. Toru Dutt had command of French as good as

that ofEnglish and with her mastery over both the languages, she could articulate ircr feelings

in a very original way e-ven in her translations. Whd is most remarkable about her is that she

made an effort to reveal to the wesl the sod ofldia thto"gh poetry by narrating the stories

scattered in divine poetry for thousands ofyeas. Ia ber narrative 1nems, in "Ancient Ballads

and Legends of Hindustan", she has shor*ukr skill as a story teller, but what is most

or.iginal aboutheras apoetcomesortinherapersonalpoems. Criticshave notedthather

excellence inherpersonalpoemisnotquitecmsistentmdrmifomr. Sometimes herlives

lapse into conventionaiity and at oths time her poems bdng &esh vigour and poetic

excellence. Thuscouldbeannlhfetlto&eh,kofrsingFnglidrruavehicle forexpressing

feelings and idms as trngli*r is afueige llmIguagp ryl qritingpCI€fiy init raru anew

Hermuchanthrcpologicalpoen, GurCasuarinaTreecanbe cited as anexam|leto s}*sw

the strengthaadweakness ofDuttas anEnglishpoetasheruse ofsecondhand and otiose

adjective is particularly noticeable ia this poem. But this can be attributed to her lack of '

practice and experience. The same things were also experienced by Sarojini Naidu as her,

writing style smacks of the 'Decadent' practice and she remains almost matchless in.

wordcrafurnanship andprosodicalperfection. Boththe writers arelyricists instinctivelybut.

Tozu Dutt was also an accomplishred novelist, an'impressive translator and a fine letter-

writer. As contrasted to her multi pronged genius, Sarojini Naidu was merely poetric, she'

was a 'singer of songs' and that is why she is called the nightingale of India- Agaia, Toru Dutt i

and Eunice de Souza both are Indian poets who establishes areality in their poems by:

including the,scenes oftheir native lands and reliving the memories ofchildhood that theyl

had spent long ago. Their poems struck a new note in the writing of English poetry byl

krdians" In'Advice to Women' D' Souzaportrays the condition ofwomen in terse cornbativej

note. The forlom singularity of womeninthe world ofmanis poignantly depictedin he{

poems. Ihe sense of alienation and othemess that a woman undergoes in the midst o{
'society' is hinted at. Like her other eounterpafis - Kamala Das and Melanie Silgardo{

Eunice de' Souza's poetry rrrcreasingiy strips away any forms of self-protection and create {
world ofdirect selfrevealations. I

With these poetess, we must take the name of Kamala Das, who took the fitermf

12
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- r b:.' storrn in the inicl-sixties. Kamala Das as a poet, treads on familiar grounds and

:' '- tries to traxsgress her self-imposeci restrictions" With a narrow range of experience in
- . - ':e . Kamaia Das reminds us the another woman writer Jane Austen, who is so well
- , tbr her 'two inches of ivory'. Like Austen, she aiso moves within her limited range

,- ::rce and skill. The advantage ofthis range is that it oflers to the reader only what the
-- ,: h&s personally felt and realized. As a poet of sharp feminine sensibiliry Kamala Das

- :: 
" 

cnt to the hopes, fears and desires of rn omankind. I{er poems like 'A Relationship',

' *:r-:uer in Calcutta'. brings to the fore her boldness and lieedom in speaking alouC the
.' : : : : I c-rngings and aspirations of r,vornen.

Apartliompoetry. wehaveplentyoffeministtheoriesposhrlatedbyvarious authors

-- - ::tics. The.ycame at ensuring egalitarieurism ofopportunities and rights forwomen in ail
- - .:: of iife. Feminist theory puts forth various approaches towards an understanding of
' j ,t man in the context ofthe 'body'. Women's experience is considered to be central to

-:orization of self-hood and female bodies are largely rendered docile under the
.:ion ofpatriarchy" It thus becomes a powerfrrl symbolic entie,, a surface on u{rich the

- - , a culture may be inscribed. Here, I want to draw the example of Sashi Deshpande's
" - :-:. Ifoids No Tenors' where the noveiist brings out various issues of identity, selfhood

*- - - - .ttrmy ofbonding and its dismption while narrating a compelling story of a woman's
-r 

- 
= . 

. I :gainst ail odds. Flere the author displays a fpical male view that the man is at the
. - - 1.- uoman always on the periphery 'deconstructing and interrogating'the culturally
. - i: .:.IDtionlike Sari@ hermotherandevenVidya- Suchquestioningechoesthroughorit

..-,: .. - u here the novelist dwells upon the primary issues of bonding and bondage

- : , ::1 to the understanding of a woman's situation in a given patriarchal set up. All

: ...ti tbctor as far as the construction of subject is concemed. Therefore the
: - . '- - -, r tbcal side inthe study ofall feminine discourse.

- : -rllanCe's novels represent the contemporary modem women's struggle to

: - -.- ::.tciitional constraints. Female quest for identity has been apet theme for

-r - -niiersrand the inner dimension of the ibmale characters.

- _ ):r i. :r-ror:-i..r refiL-,\\rle d rrriter- u.hose writing pofiravs the strugtie 0f

ry-i:\* rfill



socially marginalized, the poor and the tribes. tn her fictional rrycrks" she has included wide

range oftopics, such as demands for law, various oppression against the minorities and this

is clearly revealed in 'Draupadi' where the state machinery i-ras exploited "Dopdi" by violence.

Here Mahasweta Devi is criticizing the police r iolence against lvomen and this story is aiso

amockery ofthe institutional inadequacies in India's go\;emance mechanism. This story is

connected to the naxalist resistance to lndia's state machinery rvhere the female character

"Dopdi" has become the subject ofhumiliation b1 the male authorif,'.

Now, lndian women have started questioning the age-old patriarchal domination.

They have shown their rv,:rth h and uithout ani hurdle and this is cleared from the above

examples of Sashi Deshpande and lr,lahas*.eta Der i -\part tiom them. also the works of
Kamala Markanda,ya Anita Desai. Sobha De ano manv more trar e 1eft an indelible imprint

onthe readers oflndian t-iction in English.

Feminism in lndian fiction has been the grouth of a feminist or women centered

approach. that seeks to project and interpret experience from the vielv-point of a feminine

consciousness and sensibility. They, in order to liberate themseives and need to empower to

conilont different institutional stuctures and cultural practices that subject herselfto patiarchal

domination and confol. Amajor preoccupation in recent lndian women's writing has been

a delineation. Agrou'th oflndian woman novelists in their in betweeness hybriditv ofthought

and multi-culturai and multi-religious dimensions have contexualized the women problem in

general and middle and upper class woman in particular.

ln conclusion, the study shows feminism is a struggle for equality ofwomen, an

effortto make womenbecome like men" Itreveals the growth of Indian Feminism and it1

development. It depicts that lndian women writers have placed successfully their

and have proved their place inthe international literature.

Bibliography:
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Reflection of women and Ethnic conflicts in
'Felanee' -A study

Chandramaltika Deuri

The northeastem states are different from the other states of India in every way.
-- 

- -' :ifferences have created rift, giving rise to insurgencies, and years of intemal rooni.,; - :--sccntent. Northeast have been besieged by insecurity and violence, death, kidnapping,
- 

- -': rd torture on a daily basis, fioverty and unemployment. Ethic conflict inAssanl like
: - iher pa*s ofthe North-East is decade's old but has increas*,.I in frequency since the

.* : : - Js. Causes for this ethnic conflicts are _

Scarcity of lands, Unemployrnent

Problem of Rehabilitation

Illegaiimmigration.

-}e ethnic conflict inthe state manifests as political right from theAssamese language- : ;r.i. statehood movement and autonomy movement by ethnic groups like Eodo,
I :lha' etc. But besides conflict forpolitical arrangements and social tensions,'\ -- :- -:ihnic groupsofAssam are maintainingtheirsocial harmonythroughoutthe

- " 
"r:-iters 

continue to gapple with these issues. Having grown up in the shadow
I" r'u *:-: - -.-:desiretoanalyzethecommonmen'sreactiontoinsurgencyisasstrongas

r 1- "; -:e \ortheastisnotallbleak,tragicorvioient.Thereisloveandhopeinthe

"':"na Patangia kalita's The story of Felanee is a novel abouf a wornan who
ch of,&e life being stricken by&e winds ofethnic *olence inAssam. It is a story
- -<rri'al ofetlnic conflict and violence that tears people and communities 4part
l -.xal savageway.

fl



Feianee is the name ot'the protagorrist. Felanee means 'trasl1 '6111ft1s*, awarr.,. It is
a story ofa woman who [oses her hushand and her home irr nns $ilnn{ sfethnic conflict"
lives her life and hrings up her son with tire -shado'u-of ioience aiu,a,vs hanging over her
head and is threatened by loss all over again r.r,'hen the ethnic contlict grows strong again
and takes on new fomts. This is a story ofhou u-ar affects lvonlen. Set inAssam. u.hich has
seentwo ma.lor agitations that have crippled rhe ecc.nom-v--. this is a story that will shock the
readerby its absolute passion and its brutal honestr . The story re.-,olves arourd the expenences
ofone womariFelanee. Her name means 'throrrn ar'a\'' so called because as her mother lay
dying inthe burning riotror:n .''ilia-se. Feianee *-a-s thro*n into swamp and leftto die. But
against all Felanee anci tirousands hke are sun rr ed. The cailolsn,--ss and utter disregard for
human life, the ugl' pla'for po*'er. For electoral carn. the sha, and pexr: h)-pocrisies the
bloody horror of ethnic .,-iolence ai1 erp,,rsed ur this non erful nor el xitten bvthe ieading
fiction uniter Arupa Pataa gia Kalita

conflicts between'arious ethnic and ringuistic groups over the decades, theAssam
IV{ovement and its degeneration into lawlessness. form the background ofthis story. It is a
story of survival. but it is also an outcome, and a portrayal ofthe ciark under belly ofthe
Assam Movement as weii as ofthe severai vioient upheavals that have periodicailv
this land. [n aplace where no dissident opinion on the movement was tcierated u'hile it
happening, the effect ofbandh calls, riots. bomb blasts and curfews on this vuinerable
ofpeople is detailed'uvith a great cleal of anger. How.e,er, the
the band ofwomen who struggle together to survive against

focus is firmly on Felanee

aii odds"

ves,
The series ofmisforrunes that fail on Felanee is given in detail. she evoi

the pages, from a delicate young mother, cared for tenderly by her husband, to a
single woman who is shoum as taking a position of leadershi p, tou.ards the end. in
commturity. she leams whatever skiils are necessary'in order to mise her son single-hirndedl
She is fimrlymoral in aplace where immorality ofvarious kinds is rife. This, even thougjr
author takes pains tcr showthat'morality', in the conventional sense. is iust not possibte
these women in the face of such extreme economic deprivaticn. F{er kindness
consideration for others, even in the face ofgreat hardship. allows hei to survive rn rth
in amilieu ofdegrading destinrtion and vioience. Incieecl. in soite of being thrown into
environment in sudden, extremeiytraumatic circumstances. she stiii retains this
goodness ofthe soui. This is her achievement, a triumph ofhumanig,, even in the f,ace of

-
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inhumanify. And the fact that this is shown in a quiet, understated manner,

rrlrc it with a certain poignancy.

As the settlement of refugees grows, the bonding between ttre women ofthe group

huomes stronger. They look out for each other, even th*rrgh each has her own problems.

t fo us spirit that the author celebrates.

Felanee is not anovel thatplaces importance onplot ornuances ofeharacter. The
' -r and moves from incident to incident. Most ofthe individuals stanci for cecain

This kind of characterizationwzs perhaps necessary for ; story r,th*se
: - : ' -: g idea is the indornitabiliq/ of the human spirit which can sun ive, w,ith di udry and a

, - : - humanityand, attimes. evenjoy, inthe face ofthe deepestadversitv"

The story has a litany ofphl.sical vioience that shower its pages. Babies'boeiies are
' 

.. -' nr o down the middle, heads and sexual organs are chopped off, limbs are cut, and
' . -: ' -i 3reat deai of savage detailing of sexual brutality against u,omen. There are also'rhe

ofpenri^ry - r.vhat happens to a v,,oman with a prolapsed uterus who has no money
- .: hospital for surgery what happens when an abortion is botched. After a while,

: shook-value of all this abates since they become somewhat repetitive" Amore
' ,.sentation ofthe horrors v,,ould have rvorked better. rr,,ith things left more to the

irnaglnation.

The origins ofthe etlrnic clashes and the several movernents remain unexamined.
--. r"'hr,'they happened in the flrst place, the'other sides ofthe story', are not even

.s the effeet ofviolence on this vulnerable $oup ofmostly Bengali peopie r,vho

r:ist belowthe Bhutan hilis, ri4rich concems the writer. These are after ail not

-..:r. in any wa,v, influence the course ofevents, butpeopie car,vhom events fali
liunderbclts. What does remain, though. is the image of these deprived

- rshed beyond beliefl rvho rebuild their lives, nurture their farnilies, even

i:r spite of ali hardships, and how they he$ each other through iheir numerous

:.',,-:Sr as triumphant survivors. This is what saves The Storv ofFelanee from
a criticize and a tract, and makes it a story of the human spir.it, a story that
h.rrv a delicate woman becomes like a white chilli, small to look at, but fiery

Tbe author, Arupa Patangia Kalita, is greatly respected in her native Assam as a

l'ieu,s. The Story ofFelanee is a book that has, in its original Asomiy4

_ .#EI{" ',' , * -[E



held up a mirror to a society that is most often not given to self-reflection about the

which it has taken in the past several decades. It shorvs up in stark, unvamished detail.

'other' side ofconflicts that have worsened in this land for long decades. lndeed, in what

tre said to be a case oflife imitating art. the recent clashes in westemAssam have once

shown that a society that does not leam from the mistakes of history is doomed to

them.

The Story ofFelanee is an important iandmark both in its original and in

the latterbecausemuchofuhatishappening inthis state inlndia'sNorlheastremains

to the rest of the country. Like the re eds that grorv in such profusion along the bank

Assam's river the root less inhabitants ofrefugees camps and make shifts shanties

stories form &e core'Felanee', are swept along by the wird and thrown onto new

teruain but the-v hold tight on rvith tenacity to take root again and again. The root of
conflict stems frorr Assam's diverse ethnic population. One third
Assamese. The other two thirds consists ofmigrants liom otherparts

of the

and ethnic hibesn:en, as a resuit, tension arose after these groups assimilate into

Sociery.
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status of women in India in pre- Independence Era

Man*shree Baruah
Asstt. Professor
*rpn. ofEnglish

'Slatus' broadly refurs to a position n,hicha person occupies
social

m q social struchrre or
system. Question ANSCS rvhcr determines this position?

that the
In ciear terms ir caIlsocte{ q.here male have a preferred position determines this position tireofo \\roIBAn .As the 'Status'

,0r
concept 1S talked 1n terms ofthe relation beti.leen man1\-Oman, it can ho seen that woman hzr-s aj been dominatedways b), men SlNCE the earlyofhistory m all the cultures. The anthropological researches also this fact. Theofan \4',Ofiiarl AS paSsi

prove
VE, suppressed ,docile 1S Society .It is society which makes a

woman. Simon De Beauvior in her
and marks the differences between andrnan

Second Sex' clearly indicates that the term 1SE \4.Ornan constructed .by the soclety.sa\5, 'One IS n{}t bom but radrer becomes womafl'. It isa not biologywhich determinesI,q a w0marl but leams it from thernan and others the society. There 1S at perception
producers and woman consumel's have persisted from

"s ali Both
ages lll the society

ve. man and woman ,IP capable ofmeeting the demands of,
stafus without being

almost all
constrained by biological factors.

Themainobjectiveofthispaperistostudytlre,stafus,ofwomaninke 
independencerith special reference toAssam.

Status ofwomaflhas been subjected to changesmany over thepast few miileruia-
tlmes woman have been o, ven equal status thatto Ufman. In addition they
educated 1n the ewlyVedic period. These references are available ftom the

:l'l : li-, .:' such as Katyayana and Patanj ali. In factduring this time woman had
than the ma1es. But the Stahls deteriorated during the medieval

of Muslims. L emale
period wlth

infanticide, child marriage,sati, purdah system wele
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practiced during this period. Though during this period there were female rulers like Razia

sultana Nur Jahan , Durgavati etc. still the condition of woman was pitiabie' There was also

the dEvadasi tradition.where a uroman married to trees and diety'

Inmodemtimestherewas alittle developmentinthe status ofwomanasthereformers

worked for the upliftment and betterm.rrt of tht \\'oman' The issues which attracted the

attention of the reformers were the sociai i'ssues or evils which stood as an obstacle in the

path of woman empowernent' The issues \\ ere -

a) Srstcm olSali

.* b) Ban on tidou Renamage

c)Polr genlr

d) Child)rlan.iage

e) Denial of ProPe$: fughts

t)Iieniai of Educationto woman

Raj a Ram N{ohan Rc;,,, Iswar chandra vidyisagar' Iv{aharshi Karve piayed imporknt

roles in order to abolish sati, l1;i the remairiagS of women respectively' Sw-arni Vivekaliandq

Sr.lami Dalanand Saras$,ati..'\nnie Besant LAlauftot*aGandhitookinterests inthe s<icial

and politicai rights of wct:;er-r. Anotirer very pcwelful force which helped to change the

attit*de towarcls rvoman \\,es the l\iationailst I'aoueme't rlururg the Gandhian phase' fiarrdhi

si:ughtthesupportofwomanalongwiththeman' ;i

ThestatmofWomanaresimilartocertainexlerrtali6vertheworld.Genderdisabilities

and discrimination are,nidespread . wcmen are considered to be the r'veaker section of

society almost everywhere including lndia' This state prevailed everywhere including the

so-cailed truropean societies in ancient times 'The situation of woman ale almost simiiar

everyra,here earliei'. wiren it comes to lndia and especiaily to Assam ' 
It can be seen that

Assarn is one ofthe few states inhere w'oman enjo,v a comparatively better status than many

w*rcafl in other parts of the country. Stiii Assamese woman face many problems and are

subject io the san're social pressrires which r'voman experienced in other parts ofthe cormtry'

IntheEcononricsl..here.theworkpar.ticipationrateolwomeninAssarnis
considerably lower than that cf a man in general'

Irthe fielcl of Educatian, 
-v\r:.i:ren inAssant are in a be.tler position than the al1 india

average. Still due to various reasons there is a slow progress of Girls' education srich
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- :'cn'ation of parents'prejudice against the girls'education, early rnarriages ofthe girls,' I 'n ofthe girls at home in order to help their mothers in their household chores and look.-::r rheir younger siblings wlien the parenls are away at work.
women are shackled totraditions, customs, age old superstitious beliefs, orthodoxy,

:,,-smatism like witchhunting and conservatisms. purdah system, dowry system, early
-' ::r'riage-' widowhood are strong part of woman in Indian society in general and Asszrm in

' anicular' They remained suppressed by their husbands, in - laws, spend most oftheir time
: h':usehold chores and remain economically dependent throughout their life and viewed as
-brior in the man dominated society.

in the pre Independence Era, with the spread of Education, influence ofthe west
::d modernity, the educated women became aware ofthe pitiable situation ofthe women
rk' Thus the social reform movement ofthe I 8th century Bengal, the assertion of woman- :ets in the form ofAborition of Sati in rg29, widow Remarriage Act of 1g56, Age of
nsent etc' highly influenced Assam. Though Sati was not a concem in our land but barring
"ridow Remarriage, child marriage, barring ofeducation to womfin etc. was prevalent in' j j:.m' During the British rule severai changes were made in the socio - economic structure' rur society' During this period some subst antialprogress was made in eliminating

:--rrdities betweenmanandwomaninmatters ofeducation, employmen! sociat andpolitical
- -'i

Thetrarxitionorthe change inthe status ofwomancame withthe spread ofeducatiorl
- -trialisation, urbanization and the various social movements. Due to industrialization

^:banization, development in the field oftransport and communication not only new
' lave emerged but also new social nonns and values have emerged. Education hasjentified as the major instrument for raising the status of woman--The christian* 

. ::ries took interest for the spread of education among the girls inAssam. The reforms- ':-' colrle has a long history and are the outcome ofthe efforts of several reformists
- - '''arious movements that they raunched in the pre Independence period. ",,

-: short during the phase prior to Independence , an awareness of the need to: social disabilities of i,lrcman was created, the doors of education was opened ,
' : rsanizations emerged to represent the needs and causes ofthe womarr. Finally

---:-" -'udicial separation,divorce are some of the salient featureS of the post
- ' I : : F:a ri hich put man and woman on an equal platforrn are the results of the

:tr
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efforts rnade inthe pre independence era Lehentance" adoption xtdiii'orce rights

'woman's stahrs 111 India- 'ihe status ofwor:rail u,'hich 1v1'aS iost ln ihe mi*dleages was resained

to some extent in the i 9th century F inaity . it can be said in the rrur:rds of pt.

Nehru that , ' Wbman empowered rneans rnother india empowered'' Empowerment

-woman is an essential pre requisite fbrthe sociai piogress of anation-

Iteferences:

l. Barooah, Jeuti. Single Woman inAssamese Hindu Society, Gyan Fublishing

NewDelhi, i993.

2. Khanna, G Indian woman TMay. Vftas Publishing House, New Delhi-

3 . Leonard, Karen. Woman in India: Some recent perspectives. Pacific Affairs, Voi-

No. 1 [Sp.ing 1979] PacificAffairs-Uruversiry-of Columbia'
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Emdian Women Novelists

Asmita Barman
B.A.4th Semester.

Indian women novelists have given a new dimension to the Indian literature. Indian
.:giish iiteraturehas deveioped over aperiod oftime and wdting in Engiish didnot start in

:a-r . lt took many years and several distinguished personalities were behind to bringing the
- --:sent status and distinction to indian English literature. Indian literature is not only about' i '' is, it is atrso'aboutpoetries and short stories. Before the rise ofnovels, several women
riers composed songs, short stories and small plays. It is still believ*d that women are the
rolders ofthe rich Indian traciition of fables, story telling and more. In the mid-nineteenth

:'-.,tur/, more women started to write in the English language. With the passage of time
- :lish literature has witnessed several changes in the writing patterns. Women novelist
- : incorporated the recturing female experiences in their'*nitings and it aftbcted the cultural

: language pattems of Indian literature. Theyhave brought a stylized pattem in the whole
'ert oflndianr'witing. Nowa days, people enjoyreading the anglicizednovels presented' --,inewagewomenwriters.

in the past, the work by the Indian women authors has always been under valued
' ' ' : *-ie of some patriarchal assumptions. Indian societies gave priorities to the worth of- : :'tperiences. In those days, women used to write about a woman's perception and

- ' -3llceS withinthe enclosed domestic arena.Onthe otherhand, male authors usedto
-:h hearry themes. Thus it was assumed that their work would get more priority and

. - - ' lCe in the society. During the 18th century these factors led towards the decline of
' -- '' .'nien trriting. And with all thebe factors, production ofwomen's literahne declined- " : rel9thcentury,moreandmorewomenactivelyparticipatedinkrdia'sreformist

- ' - : ': :sainst the British rule. It again led to the women literature. At that time their

23
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ua,nte-uPs mainlY concenirated onthecountr"v is freedom struggte' (F"er tire years' the u'orld

of f'erninist ideologies began to inlluencetne tlnglish literature in India

wasconsideredas aporterful rnediumofrnodemism

tnthe 20th centtrry women writing
havewitnessed phenomenal sr-rccess in fendnist

snd feminist statements' The lasttwo decaties
ofthosewomen writers who

writings of Indian English literature- To<ia1' is the generatron
consisi s of the latest burrung

have moneY and are mostly western educatecl' Their novels
the sruietY since long'Ihese

as weil as those is:ues that extst rn
make easY moneY out of

issues relatedwithwomen
bv the masses and the publishers

books are thoroughiY enjoYed
acnraill' survives because ofthese tYPes ofbold

them. ThePublishers feel that the literature
noveli$s- TheYdescrik the whole world of

topics and commercials used b;-- the women
urite-uPs give a glimPs of the unexPlored

w"omen with simPIY stunilng frankness. Their
The majoritY of these novels dePict the

female PsYche, rvhich has no accessibiliry

psycholo gical suffering ofthe ftustrated housewife
Their novels reflect that

Sincelong,feminrsm hasbeenusedbY thewomennovelists'
dependent- Thev feel

agewomenhave realizedthatshe is nothelP less and is not
alsobecome adirectthe Present

co-mPetent justlike man.TodaYawomanhas
thatawoman isanequal

house hold works' The wnmen ofmodemera

rnoney eamerandsheis not onlY confined to
novels of the Indian women witers.

differentlines and that iswhatis dePicted inthe
the theme that rongsthinkon

the fenrinine subj ectivitY and aPPlies

lndianwomen writers exPlores
Through their noveis theY sPread the message of

fromchildhood to comPletewomanhood'
verybroad. Thewomenv'T iterssaY thatferninism

whatactuallYfeminism is, whichactuallY is

awomeninsilence'
means Putting an end to allthe sufferings of

DESPANDE ANd ANITA

Authors like I(AMALA MARKANDAYA, SHASHI
in todaY's male dominated

DESAI have chosen the Problems and issues tbced bY the rvomen
novelsofANITADESAI

worldasthemain theme oftheirbooks' For instance, some ofthe
SUMMER? she has

THE CITY ANd WHERE SHAI.L GO THIS
hastriedto exPloretheLike VOICES IN

betweenamanwoman relationshiP' She

portraYed thecomPlexities
leadProtagonists" The womennovelists ny.* to cfeate awareness

psychological aspectsofthe Inindia"thewomen writen aredoing

that this is the time to proclaim withdefinitePrecnlon'

very well andtheir contribution isimmense.
NAIDU. This great Poetess

Indian English writing started with authors like SAR OJNI
also been used bY authors

Feminismthemeshave
charmed the readers with her writings'

ra-
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. \AYAlv rAIL{ SAHGAL and RAMA MEHTA. Regionar fiction theme has been aptly-J b1'KAMALADAS. ANITANAIR ANd SUSAN VISWANATHAN. NOVCIiSIS IiKC---\ IALA Mr' KANDAYA and ANITA DESAI captured the spirit of Indian curtures and, :aditional valves. During the I 900s india become a pr,r,ular. literary nation as a number''" omen authors made their debut in this era. cHITRABANERJEE DI\AKARLNI,\irl NAMJoSHI and ANURADHA \,{ARW,AH RAy used reration as main rheme of- 
'-r novels' The list of lndian women novelists also comprises populi:r names such as=.\LAII MUKHERJEE, NERGIS DALAL, KAISHNA SOBTI. t}f\TA ]VfEH lA,]IRA GOSWAMI, MALATI CHENDUR, GAURI DESHPANDE, NAVIi.IAL}IALE, RUTH JHABVALA, SI{OBHA DE, ARLTNDHOTI ROy JHUMi}A LA}IiRl* Inany more' They are knor^tr for the contemporary approach in their novels. The novers'' -rthors like NAMITA G.KT,ALE oR sHoBHA DE are realry out-spoken. N{ost of- ': lemale novelists are known for their bold views that are reflected in theirnovels.
'rcaily' these are the noveis u.fprotest, repercussions and contaminations. unlike the' ' *-here the works of women novelists rvere given less prioritv and were actually under.edtodaythewomenu,riting,sacquirea............ 

position.
-va'iority ofthe indianreaders ccmprisingbothmare andfemarereadthenovers ofthe'r':l lvomen authOrs wirh certain expectations. They rook for some ,Indian-ness,in 

the- .g-s' only the women norelists oflnoia are capable ofconveying the messages offeminism_nCian wa1,..



Position of Women In India

Maniko Boro

India is a land of diversitl,. It has come to a better 1r

i:H:.ff"Tlfall 
s' As tune pas s es*,, *o'i,, towards 

"" "*J*,:*,Tx"::Xil
kind ofevil actirr'"rT. 

O*, in Iadia, where people are indulging in superstitions and some

The tradition of dowry is a great social obstacres of our ftrdian society. It degradesa ycung maiden to the levetr ofa saleable cornmodity. lve see the events ofsuicide ofmany 
l

xlx.mffi'-.trrr**a;:i#;im:,ffi :ffi fjr"""H:J
tsoy child is another important iss,es ofdisc,ssion. The Indian Constitutionprovidesarticle i 4 for equality' articie I 5 for no discrimination based on sex, articre 16 for equaiopporfunities for both male and female. But, inspite ofthese laws, gender discrimination is

*#H""",lffi Hffi"T:j-T:,*::{a;;ffi # justbecausesheisagir,

we have reached at the uknost state ofcivilization, but certain things and activitiesprove that we are stil uncivilized. No mafter rrow broaa_r*naua, t"rray, fashionabre, q,aj I

*ffi

E



llonika

le 16 for

ups

anci

- it, tn

se she is a

basis of

, elopment.

,.J\

:; :.1i11

t_

- : Lhe sake ofprogress and to cope up rvith the other developed countries ofthe world, the
- -iian society should try to remove ail these obstacles. And for this, we must have to be

- 1''ere and wamed- If gender discrimination is rooted out, then women will deliver her
"-lon'ledge, skills, potential to develop a famiiy, nation anC :rltimately the.*,hole worl6.

The Indian Constitution as well the Government of India should strictly prohibit
, me kind of evil actions such as * Dowry tradition, harassment ofl women, gender

--scriminatinnetc. Furthermore, they shouldprovidemore laws forwomen. trfyouedueate
-: ',\-orr}an, you educated a generation - we must remember this.

e:'. it degrades

-r.rle ofmanl

:;:.'r]t Olloung

-:-,:: the recent
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THEME OF JEALOIJSY
in'OTHELLO,

by WILLIAN{ SHAKESPEARE

LaxmiBoro
DeparknentofEnglish

Shakespeare's 'othello'is very ciose to theAristoiie's conception oftrageriy, speciarlyin respect ofthe portrayal ofthe pro*'agonist otheilo. Like a classical tragic hero otheilo inthe hagedy 'othello' ialls from his r"ri,r"n or. to his 'tragic fla*'. Jealousy is the main tr.agicflaw that brings ut out othe110's misforhrne, suffering and death. Though this flaw is not
*l|::i,1iT,ffiXiffi1ik" th;;;;hes in r,rulu"ti,, iu,i"urou,y seems to rrave a

Jealousyis themain factorthatappears to destroyotheilo.Iago is the initiatorofthechain ofevents that sparks jeaiousv in drl.]," *; ;;#r,, reads to the downja, ofnotorJy the main character, but arso cfmost cf the significant chLcters in the pray.In 'othello' Shakespeare presents ulwith the tragic spectacie of a man in spirit ofjeaJous rage' destroys what he loves best in ail the norld. we wiii be abre to best reari zethetragic effect of'f eal0usy ifwe consicler first the nature ofthe reiation between othello anrlDesdemona' The marriage between otrrefio and Desdemonur, a rea|rnufuai awarenessand a true appreciation of each others wonh, a rove that has in it. Through Shakespeare,s

*?,t::il"]"':3x:;,***t rhe tragedv otheuo rocusses on the doom orotherlo and the
,y::*&,n."**-_ffi :;:,"#_T,""TL*,:'::IJ:[:;:;{*J;#:,;
;J,itl:lf 

tiggers Gtlrt:ll+tc undergo anabsorute conversion ti:at ciesrroys thelives of
othero representshowjearuusyp.alicutarrrsexuarjearousy, 

is one ofthe mostcomrpringanddestructive ofemotio*"ii,rj"r*r, *"ior"Lrs Iago toprot otherio,s
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jo"raiall jealously too, is the tool that Iago uses to arouse othello,s passions.

R-oderigo and Bianca demonstrate jealousy at various times in the play and Enilia
:emovstrate that she too knows the true innocents ofthe story, seern beyond its clutches.

Since it is an emotion that every one shares, we watch its destructive influence on
-le ciraraeters r.vith sympathy and horror none ofthe element of sensual last. The love of
--thello andDesdemonatranscends aqvage" Butthis love is destroyedas soonasjealousness
:.nters into the rnind of Othelio"

It is lago who plants the seeds of suspision andjealousy in Othello's mind. InAct
- 1. Scene 3, Cassio speaks to Desdemona. asking her to intercede with Othello on his
::half' Desdemona willingly agrees, knowing that Cassio is an old friend of Othello. She
::omised to speak to him with her husband repeatedly until the quarrel is patched up and
,;ssio is recalled.

.. the meantime Othello and lago enter and Cassio, who is embarrassed because of his
...:iics the previous night departs. Iago scizes the opportunity ti; rnake an undermining
:mmenl

"H4I like not that,"

Iago further insinuates that Cassio was notjust leaving, but that he was "stealing
r\" so guilry iike seeing you coming. "

Iago's words here are filled with forcefrrl innuendo, and as he pretends to be a man
I cannot believe what he sees, he inhoduces jealousy into Othello's subconscious,

Desdemona greets her husband and without any gurlty, introduces Cassio's name
- - their conversation. Here fate plays a major role in this tragedy not even Iago who_lly

--,:-ged this swift, coincidental confrontation ofOthello, Desdemonaand Cassio, and."rtui"ly
"' - . ..hos ofDesdemona's position here is largely due to no other factor than fate. Desdemona
- ' '.:s of Cassio, and Othello, to please her, agrees to see him but he is distracted by his-- :": thoughts.

-\s Desdemonaleaves, Othello chides himselfforbeing irritatedbyhis wife. Loving
' : . :-s. "Excellent wretch" ! Perdition catch my souVBut l do love thee ! And thee not,/
- , .. come again" (90-92)

{ conversation follows between Othello and Iago, in which Iago continues to impty
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that he knows something that he refuses to di'uulge, Othello denies rhal he uould give himself
over to jealousy. ln his deniai he shows himself most rtilnerabie. Otht ilo noices his oid fears

that Brabantio was right, that it rvas unnaturai lor Desdemona to love him, that he was roo
honible to be loved and that it couid not last. lago iear,es. and Othello contemplates his
situation. He could be tricked, married to a u'omen nho is already looking at other man,
and he fears that he must wire her out of his heart. He tries to tell himseifthat it is not true.

Iago also urges Othelloto recall thatDesdemonadeceir,edherownfatherby marrying
Othello. To Brabantio, Desdemona pretendecl to shake and trembie at Othello's exotic
demeanoryet "she loved them (Othelio's teanres r m.rst (107). The implication is clear, Iago
does not have to state it. If Desdemona deceived her oun t'lesh and blood. she mightjust as

ngturally deceive her husband.

When Desdemona re-enters. Othello's aspect is changed; he watch her intently,
looking for signs and brushes ar.r,,a-,r-- her handkerchief when she seeks to sooth him. They go
into dinner. and Emiliapicks upthe falienhandkerchief, onethatherhusband,Iago, often
urged her to steal from Desdemona. Iago sees the handkerchief, and snatches it from her.

When Othello enters, Iago sees that Othello cannot regain his peace of mind. His
speech is fevered, sweeping and frantic. He believes that his wife has been iinlaithful to him
Otheilo them turns on Iago with savage intensity and demands to see the proof of
Desdemona's infidelity. Iago produces the dream storv that Cassio spoke in his sleep,
embraced him, called him Desdemon4 and cursed the Moor. Iago tells Othello he has seen
Cassio wipe his brow with a handkerchief embroidered with straw berries. Othello recogruzes
this handkerchief as the one he gave to Desdemona.

Othello dismisses love and calls for Vergeance and Iago swears to help him. Othello
wants Cassio dead, Iago agrees to do it, and then Othello wonders how to kill Desdemona.

The fre ofjealousy is further in{lamed in Othello inAct iII : Scene 4. When Othello
enters, he claims a headache and asks her for a handkerchief to bind his head but he will
have only the embroidered strawberry handkerchief. Desdemona cannot produce the
handkerchiefand tries to deflect his questions about the handkerchief Othello waiks out in
fliry. - 

l

But othello istotallyengulfed by hisjealousy inAct rv. Scene - 1, inwhichhe sees
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Rebecca Warren's 'Othello' (William Shakespeare) edited in 2001

- KR. Srinivasa Iyengar's Shakespeare, His worldAnd His Art' Edited in - 1984

P arr,'een Bhatia's'Otheilo' (William Shakespeare)' UB SPD

Walter Dias's Shakespeare Assorted Research Essay'
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. .,rile's handkerchief in the hands of Cassio's mistress Bianca' It is for Othello' the "Ocular

- .,t., he sought. He is now convinceci of Desdemona's infidelity and knows he rnust kill

- r-r Cassio and Desdemona that very night. This is the second time othello has swom to

- .oth Cassio and Desdemona'

ctheilo goes directly to the point, "How shall I murder him I ago?"

othello swears also to kill his wife the same night, he curses her and weeps over her

ie same time mingling love and murder; for she shall not live, no my heart is tumed to

re .. . 178-179.

Still othello knows the pull of love and distance, but he sees justice in, Iago's idea of,

- rgling her in her bed, imagining that she has dishonoured that bed' Again the agreement

:ade;IagoistokillCassio,andothelloistokillDesdemona.

Thus we see how the passion ofjealousy, rvhich derives from pride and breeds

-. -:r. gradually gains control over otheilo. It destroys his initial nobility, so that he finally

.::'s lnto the biack beast that he rvas at first unjustly accused of' f'he decline in the morai

- : spiritual stature of Othello goes hand in hand with the destruction ofhis love for and faith

lcsdemona.

Iago 
,,mosthonest" inthe eyes ofhis comparisions, is infact, trulythe opposite' His

-lings ofjeclousyuncovers his actual self-'



Desires If One Day

Kongkana Thlukdar
T.D.C.3rd Sern

Upasana

Iwantto fly

Highandhigh

Iwant totouchthe sky

The heights ofsuccess

I want feel free

Free from all the pains and worries,

Happinesfand desires.

Iwantto lightup the world

S/ith the light of my knowledge

I want to feel the cool breeze

Flowing over the mountains

That will blow away my tiredness towards life

I want to stay pleased

Pleased with everything that I have

I want to fly away with the clouds

That keeps moving on and on.

Ifone dayyou feei like crying

Callme....

I don't promise . . .. . .

That I will make you laugh

Butlcancrywithyou,

Ifone day you want to run away

Don'tbe afraidto call me ...

Idon'tpromise

To ask you to stop ......

But I can run with you . . . ..

Ifone dayyou don't wantto

Listen

To anyone.

Callme.....

I promise to be there for you . . . .

And I promise to be very quite

But if one day you call me.......

Andthere is no answer

Come fast to me ...

Perhaps I need you
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